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HOCHTIEF masters unique maneuver  

in bridge construction 
A kilometer-long colossus on the A45 brought into its final position 
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It was a premiere in Germany—and HOCHTIEF successfully mastered it: Since 

3:35 p.m. today, the almost one-kilometer-long Lennetal Bridge on the A45 

highway is in its final position. The colossus made of steel and concrete, which 

weighs 30,000 tons, was previously moved 19.15 meters sideways in the course 

of precision work lasting 6,5 hours. It is located just a few centimeters way from 

a twin bridge, across which traffic is currently flowing in both directions. Never 

before has anyone in Germany attempted to move a bridge with this dimension 

in such a way. “The highlight of our construction project succeeded, and I am 

proud of our team. That was precision work,” says HOCHTIEF Project Manager 

Jan Felgendreher. “That the transverse sliding was carried out so successfully 

today paves the way for future construction projects,” said client Elfriede 

Sauerwein-Braksiek, Director of the Westphalia branch of the state-owned 

Autobahn GmbH. 

The transverse sliding was necessary in order to minimize restrictions on the 

highway traffic during the construction period. Every day around 90,000 cars 

and trucks drive through this part of the highway. The enormous traffic volume 

made the new construction necessary to replace the Lennetal Bridge, which was 

built in 1967. The first work began at the end of 2013, and the six-lane bridge is 

scheduled to be opened for traffic in summer 2021.  

HOCHTIEF has realized numerous large bridges all over the world—recently, 

among others, in Edinburgh, Scotland, and in Montreal (Canada). The company 

meticulously prepared the transverse sliding on the A45 highway together with 

Autobahn GmbH. Thousands of hours were invested in the planning, and a test 
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was performed last year in Switzerland. Today an expert team consisting of 60 

employees was responsible for the implementation. HOCHTIEF Project Manager 

Jan Felgendreher: “We pulled the bridge simultaneously at 15 points. The 

tolerances were down to the last millimeter, and every step had to be perfectly 

executed.” 

HOCHTIEF is currently implementing numerous large-scale bridge projects in 

Germany. In North Rhine-Westphalia, this includes the new construction to 

replace the A40 highway Rhine Bridge in Duisburg-Neuenkamp and the 

construction of the Leverkusen A1 highway Rhine Bridge and the new 

construction of the inner Schwelmetal Bridge in Wuppertal. The Group is building 

the Neckartal Bridge on the A6 highway near Heilbronn in Baden-Württemberg. 

Within the course of the expansion of the A7 highway in Hamburg and 

Schleswig-Holstein, HOCHTIEF also rebuilt the Langenfelde Bridge. 

Note: You can find a time-lapse video for editorial use at  
https://mmdb.hochtief.de/pinaccess/showpin.do?pinCode=dhBwyHINIGdr  
 
You can find further information, images, films and animations regarding 

the A45 project at https://www.hochtief.com/news-media/shifting-bridges 

Included photos: Photo (1) before bridge shifting and (2) when shifting is almost 

complete and (3) a few centimeters before the end of the shiftung. Copyright 

photo 1, 2 and 3: ©HOCHTIEF. For the portrait photo (4) HOCHTIEF project 

manager Jan Felgendreher please use the proof ©Ralf_Baumgarten. 

 
 
HOCHTIEF is an engineering-led global infrastructure group with leading positions across its core 
activities of construction, services and concessions/public-private partnerships (PPP) focused on Australia, 
North America and Europe. With around 47,000 employees and a sales volume of about EUR 24 billion in 
2020, HOCHTIEF’s global presence is focused on developed markets. Via CIMIC, the Group is market 
leader in Australia. In the USA, HOCHTIEF is the No. 1 general builder via Turner. Flatiron ranks among the 
most important players in the field of civil works, mainly in transportation infrastructure. HOCHTIEF owns a 
20% stake in Abertis, the leading international toll road operator. Thanks to its commitment to 
sustainability, HOCHTIEF has been listed in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes since 2006. Further 
information is available at www.hochtief.com/news-media  
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